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CHAPTER 1 - A PORTRAIT OF AMERICANS
Chapter Overview

Americans are a diverse people who vary greatly in the places they live, their jobs, their ages, and their backgrounds. The diversity of Americans creates a cultural mosaic with people’s differences fitting together to make a dynamic society.  Americans’ shared beliefs and values form the glue that holds this 
mosaic together.

Section 1 - Who Americans Are

Learning Targets: 
· Discuss the variety of places where Americans live.

· Find out how the American work force is changing.

· Learn why the average age of Americans is increasing.

· Explore how our varied backgrounds contribute to what it means to be a United States citizen.

Section 2 America: A Cultural Mosaic

Learning Targets: 

· Explain what is meant by the American identity.

· Discuss the contributions of European, Hispanic, African, Asian, and Native Americans to American 
            society.

· Describe the U.S. population today.

Section 3 The Values That Unite Us

Learning Targets: 

· Learn why equal respect is part of the American Dream.

· Describe the basic values that unite us as a nation.

· Understand how Americans can help achieve our ideals.

Assignment Schedule: 



Wednesday - 9/10/2014: Finish The Mind’s Treasure Chest video; Distribute Textbooks, Chapter 1 Learning 


   Targets, and
Note-taking intro (heading/subheadings)
Thursday -    9/11/2014: Assignment Due:  Ch. 1, section 1 notes/vocab (all headings/subheadings)



(check notes for format and completion) Ways we are diverse graphic organizer
Friday -          9/12/2014: Assignment Due:  Textbook Covered. Ch.1, section 2 notes/vocab (all 

  headings/subheadings) (check notes for format and completion) Immigration notes 


  and cultural metaphors

Monday -       9/15/2014: Assignment Due:  Ch. 1, section 3 notes/vocab (all headings/subheadings)



Cultural destroyers and bonds




    Ch. 3 Notes Review Quiz (I’m using the CH3 Review Guide as a notes quiz)
Tuesday -      9/16/2013:  Introduce “Social Institutions (Starting with Values Survey)
Population Fact: U.S. population grew 9.7% in the past decade to 308,745,538, the slowest rate since the Great Depression
